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Learning Targets 
EALRs GLEs Objectives 

Writing 1.1: Prewrites to generate ideas 
and plan writing 
 
Writing 3.1: Develops ideas and organizes 
writing 
 
Writing 4.1: Analyzes and evaluates 
others’ and own writing 
History 4.3: Understands that there are 
multiple perspectives and interpretations 
of historical events. 
Social Studies 5.1: Uses critical reasoning 
skills to analyze and evaluate positions. 
 

1.1.1: Analyzes and selects effective 
strategies for generating ideas and 
planning writing 
3.1.1: Analyzes ideas, selects manageable 
topic, and elaborates using specific, 
relevant details and/or examples 
4.1.1: Analyzes and evaluates writing 
using established criteria 
4.3.1: Analyzes and interprets historical 
materials from a variety of perspectives in 
world history 
5.1.1: Analyzes consequences of 
positions on an issue or event. 

Students will understand and identify the essential elements of a “cause and effect 
essay” 
Students will understand how to use an outline or graphic organizer to help organize 
thinking 
Students will demonstrate how to list and organize causes and effects 
Students will analyze and critique cause and effect essays 
Students will write a cause and effect essay 

Assessment – What will students do to demonstrate 
competence specific to learning? 

Learning Experiences – What learning experiences are 
the students engaged in to demonstrate the learning 
target’s knowledge and skills? 

Be sure to align all assessments with their corresponding learning experiences. 

Strategies for Creating an Inclusive, Supportive Learning 
Community – What strategies will be used to facilitate 
effective classroom management at key points during 
the lesson? 

 
The assessment for this activity will be a short (1-1 ½ 
page) cause and effect essay. After reading a specific 
passage chosen by the teacher, students will use a 
graphic organizer or outline to identify causes and 
effects. Students will then use the steps learned in class 
to compose the short essay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduce lesson for the day (10 minutes) Writing cause 
and effect essays—this will help with their final project 
for the class when they analyze how studying history can 
help them understand current events. Using the 
PowerPoint presentation, talk about the process of 
creating a cause-and-effect essay. The presentation 
includes examples of good and poor essays. As a class, 
we will identify the thesis, cause(s) and effects(s) and 
discuss why the essays are good or poor. Students will 
be given a list of the step for writing this essay, and they 
may use it during this discussion. 
Introduce activity (5 minutes): Students will be given a 
writing prompt to shape their thinking for the discussion 
(i.e. How did industrialization become an important part 
of America’s development and how did it directly affect 
Americans?) The students will have a cause-and-effect 
essay due at the end of the week, and the prompt will be 
given to them in class at this time.  

Using graphic organizers help students visualize and 
organize information 
Group work & discussion helps students learn more as 
opposed to working individually—especially in 
deliberately assigned groups (Marzano text, ch. 7) 
The PowerPoint lecture, photographs, reading, and 
discussion provide variety in the types of media used. 
Using linguistic and non-linguistic representation helps 
students better understand and recall knowledge 
(Marzano text, ch. 6) 
 



 
 
 

Activity (20 minutes) Students will then work in their 
groups to fill in a graphic organizer identifying causes 
and effects of industrialization in the US during the turn 
of the century. The information that they use will be 
taken from previous class lecture and reading, as well as 
a short video clip and several pictures to be shown in 
class. They will be given a time limit to complete the 
graphic organizer, after which we will discuss as a class 
some of the results and begin creating the structure of 
an essay on the board. 
Review (15 minutes) We will discuss several options for 
thesis sentences (composing a thesis will be covered in 
a previous lesson.) Students will then use these 
materials to write a 1 to 1½  page essay using the prompt 
provided. 
 

Grouping of Students for Instruction  Instructional Materials, Resources and Technology 
The class lecture and discussion will involve the entire class 
Students will work in pre-arranged groups during class for brainstorming activities 
Students will work independently for assessment outside of class 
 
 
 

Projector for PowerPoint presentation/video equipment 
Whiteboard/chalkboard or other large place to write 
Pre-made graphic organizer worksheets & handouts 
Reading selections for each student 

Accommodations and Modifications Family Involvement Plan 
I will be available for help during group work—I will be walking around the room 
listening to conversations and asking questions when needed 
Students will work in pre-assigned groups to help them learn as much as possible 
Using various medias help students better understand content material 

Students could be encouraged to talk with their 
parents about cause and effect relationships to help 
strengthen their ability to see those relationships. 
 

 


